1.5. Script 

Until recently Hmar remained as an unwritten language. In 
the thirties when it was reduced to writing, an alphabet of 25 
Roman characters was adopted. Some religious books, articles and 
some literary work were written in this script. The modified 
Roman Script aS are being used for Hmar is as under : 
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AW 
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NG 
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L 
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V 


Hmar follows the Roman convention of using capital letters for 
proper nouns and the first letter in a sentence and small letters in 
all other places. It uses some diaclitic marks such as a dot below 
the letter to indicate its retroflex pronunciation and a stroke above 
a vowel to indicate its* length. Largely disadvantaged by scattered 
settlement, written form of Hmar could not make much headway, 
A good beginning has been made in the fifties but due to marketing 
problems and small readership only a few books have been written 
and published. Till date the total number of published works 
stands at about 300. 
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